


WHAT IS TRY THE TRADES? 

From the Notre Dame to the Taj Mahal, hands of skilled workers have been drawn to 
create magnificent structures and push the boundaries of what's possible. That same 
creative spirit lives on in thousands of young people across Canada and the world.  

The Manitoba Building Trades Institute seeks to show students how a career in the skilled 
trades industry can put them at the forefront of building strong, forward thinking 
communities.  

MBTl's Try The Trades program welcomes groups of grade 9-12 students and provides 
orientations at twelve different construction trades booths. In addition to testing technical 
gear, tools, and participating in practical activities, students will have access to advanced 
VR and AR simulators during their visit.  

Whether it's the experience of walking across a high beam, operating a crane, or working 
in confined spaces, Try The Trades' training gives students a genuine feel for work in the 
skilled trades while eliminating the real-life risks. 

It's time we changed how skilled trades work is perceived by young students and begin to 
undo the cultural construction stigma. It's time we invested in the creators of tomorrow. 



HOW DOES IT WORK? 

Try The Trades is a free program for schools and groups across Manitoba.         
Classes of 24-36 students will have exclusive access to the Trades Hall during           
3 to 4-hour sessions.

On arrival, each student will be given access to a locker where they will receive a full 
set of Personal Protective Equipment.  

- Hard Hat
- Safety Glasses
- Utility Gloves
- Hi-Vis Vest
- Steel Toe Caps (Students must arrive with closed toe shoes).

A brief video will provide an overview of Try The Trades and a safety orientation before 
students can enter the hall and start exploring the skilled trades. In groups of 2 to 3, 
students will be assigned a trade booth as a starting point.  

Students then circuit through all of the trade booths, spending approx. 15 minutes 
with each trade listening to journeyperson trade demonstrators about their career 
experience and participating in a hands-on/virtual trade activity.  



TRY THE TRADES ONLINE! 
Skilled Trades Exploration and Learning Management Portal 

Did you that in Canada the average apprentice is 29.5 years old and the average 
apprenticeship completion rate is less than 50 per cent? To meet the demands of our 
skilled trades workforce in Canada, we need more apprentices to reach journeyperson 
and red seal certifications. To achieve this, we focus on 2 key elements:  

Interest – Can the student envision themselves in a skilled trade career? Do they have 
a full grasp of the day to day of a particular trade? Are they informed about both the 
positive and negative aspects of a particular trade? Do they understand education 
requirements and potential skill upgrading required for success in the apprenticeship 
system? 

Aptitude - How does the student’s existing skills and preferences align with a particular 
trade? Recognizing that education and personal development is a journey, work in the 
skilled trades can be emotionally, physically, and mentally demanding and it is 
important for students to be given the information, assessments and learning materials 
to make an informed choice about working in the skilled trades.  

Early exposure is only the first step to skilled trades success. As we can see, skill 
retention and assessment strategies are equally necessary in helping students advance 
in apprenticeship and employment. An in-person visit to Try The Trades will help 
stimulate interest and exploring aptitude can be done from anywhere on the Try The 
Trades Online Career Portal.  

In collaboration with Skill Plan Canada, Manitoba Building Trades Institute has created 
an online trades exploration and LMS tool. The tool is complete with quizzes, industry 
resources, videos and essential skill tests for Math and Literacy. This portal will assist 
educators in identifying and assessing youth looking to progress on their trades 
journey by creating a skills benchmark with learning resources available. 



MAKE A DAY OUT OF IT! 
Interested in visiting MBTI for the day? We offer a menu of optional afternoon sessions 
for groups looking for an in-depth trades experience. Most additional sessions are free 
of cost. To check availability or to find out more information on booking one of our 
featured add-on sessions, please contact our MBTI office.

• Safe Workers of Tomorrow – Young Worker Readiness Certificate Course.

• First Aid 4 Kids. ($)

• Introduction to Hand Tool Safety.

• Exploring Urban Agriculture –
Aquaponics and Urban Gardens.

• Build your own session! Book a
MBTI classroom or computer lab.





TRADE BOOTHS 

Labourers / Concrete Finishers 

Labourers use diverse skills in a variety of construction activities, including 
preparing construction sites, moving equipment and materials, installing water and 
sewer lines, operating hand tools, working with concrete, and cleaning up finished 
sites. They are essential in assisting many other trades as well. 

 Activity:  Hands-on introduction to concrete forming. Students will use various trowels, 
levels and edge trowels to build out common concrete forms like sidewalks and pillars.  

Ironworkers 

Ironworkers assemble, hoist, repair, and service steel framework and other 
metals and materials used in buildings, bridges, highways, dams and large 

structures. They can manufacture prefabricated construction components and 
buildings, and custom-fabricate fine wrought-iron architectural ornamentation.  

 Activity:  Ironworkers must love heights. Students will test their balance walking 
across a steel I-beam (Don’t worry, it’s on the ground) and experience what it's like 
to wear full fall protection harness. To take it to the next level, student can try the 
virtual reality glasses and experience working conditions 30 stories high!  



Operating Engineers 

Heavy equipment operators run heavy 
equipment like cranes and excavators used in the 
construction of roads, bridges, airports, gas and oil 
pipelines, tunnels, and other structures on building 
sites and in industrial zones.  

 Activity:  While we can’t exactly put students in a front-end 
loader… we can do the next best thing. Students will get in 
the virtual driver’s seat of common heavy equipment 
machines with our two simulators. The technology built 
into our simulator ensures that they duplicate physical 
equipment behavior, response, and terrain/load interactions 
to provide the most realistic operator experience in the industry. 

Carpenters 

Carpenters construct, maintain and repair structures made of wood and 
wood substitutes, steel, concrete and other materials. 

 Activity:  Explore the wide range of carpentry tools at the Try The Trades Woodshop. 
Trade demonstrators will show students how they cut wood and materials to 
specifications. Students will be able to try basic actions like hammering nails and 
drilling into different types of materials.  



Piping Trades 

The piping trades include plumbers, pipe fitters, steam fitters, HVAC 
installers, and sprinkler fitters. Piping trades workers install, remodel and 

maintain systems that carry water, steam, air and other liquids or gases necessary for 
sanitation, industrial production, heating, air conditioning and many other systems. 
They measure, cut and bend pipe, and weld, caulk, solder, glue or thread joints at 
residential, commercial and industrial job sites. 

Activity:  We take the walls down and show students what plumbing really looks like 
in residential and commercial buildings. In an interactive demonstration, students 
will assist in cutting, bending, and caulking a pipe system. As water cycles through, 
students will see how the mechanics of air, water, and proper plumbing keep water 
flowing.  

Insulators 

Heat and frost insulators work with more than just heating and cooling, 
they also help reduce the passage of sound, air, smoke and fire. They are 

essential to every large institutional, commercial and industrial construction project in 
the country, as well as residential construction. As Canada looks to address climate 
change, building energy efficiency is critical. Insulators will be in-demand for new 
builds and retro-fits.  

 Activity:  Students participate in hands-on insulation application to various structures, 
including pipes and framing. After insulation is applied, students will be able to test 
their work with an energy efficiency and heat loss test!  



Electricians 

Electricians install new electrical systems and test, replace, upgrade and 
service existing systems in all types of buildings and structures. There's also 

growing demand for specialized work with controls, fiber optics and communication 
and computer networks. 

 Activity: 

Students will be exposed to the wide variety of work for electricians – from simple 
switches and industrial conduit to lineman jobs on large hydro towers. Students will 
bend conduit of different sizes, try pulling wire from within a wall, and install switches 
on an electrical panel (nothing is connected to power – of course!). 

 Sheetmetal 

Sheet metal workers design, create, assemble, install and repair sheet 
metal products, including heating, venting and air conditioning systems, 

pollution control systems and other metal structures. They work indoors and outdoors, 
on construction sites and in shops. They work with sheet metal, air-conditioning, 
heating and roofing contractors, fabrication shops or manufacturing companies. 

 Activity:  At this booth, Students will receive a PPE upgrade with cut-proof gloves as 
they handle different types of metal and roofing materials. Under the instruction of the 
booth demonstrator, students will use sets of pliers and snips to form sheet metal into 
whistles they can take home as a Try The Trades souvenir.  



Painters 

Painters paint and also apply a range of coatings 
to protect interior and exterior surfaces and structures from 
weather, mold and erosion. Solvents, fire retardants and 
sealants are examples of materials they apply to structures 
such as bridges, pipelines, towers, dams, machinery and 
industrial complexes. 

 Activity:  Experience a career as an industrial painter - 
virtually. Our simulator is the leading training tool for the 
painting and coating industry. It is an easy-to-use, turn-key 
training tool that provides accessible hands-on experiences with virtual reality 
simulations. Learn about the painting trade in a fun and engaging way! 

Boilermakers 

Boilermakers build, repair, test and maintain all 
types of boilers, tanks and pressure vessels and 

related metal products for building manufacturing and 
industrial processes in heavy industry. They perform structural 
and plate work on dust, air, gas, steam, oil, water and other 
liquid-tight containers. 

 Activity:  Boilermakers are the best welders out there! Students 
will learn the basics of welding and try out their skills on the 
welding simulator. The simulator has realistic puddle and *actual welding sound*  
to help students respond and adjust their welding technique (Simulates sparks, 
slag, grinding and weld cooling).



Millwrights 

Millwrights install, service, diagnose and repair all types of industrial 
machinery and heavy equipment used in many industries. They work on 
a range of equipment  

such as pumps, compressors, turbines and mining equipment using a combination of 
hand, power and precision tools. Millwrights can also weld and fabricate. They develop 
strong blueprint reading and troubleshooting skills in pneumatics and hydraulics and 
other specialized fields. 

 Activity:  For millwrights, it’s all about measurement and accuracy. Students will handle 
the most diverse set of tools in the skilled trades. They will use micrometers to test 
their measurement accuracy on small parts, and survey large structures with a top-of-
the-line total station tripod.  

Bricklayers 

Bricklayers work with masonry materials such as brick, concrete block, 
stone, structural tile and pre-cast panels to construct and repair 
structures like walls, partitions, patios, arches, fireplaces, chimneys and 
 other elements. 

 Activity:  Students will handle various brick building materials. With the use of 
classroom lime mortar, they will prep, lay out, and apply brick tile to the wall. After 
every group has participated, students will get to see a completed brick wall that 
they helped construct.




